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krisses, awkwardly conscious of being admired, marching in triple
file to the beat of gongs and drums amidst bursting firecrackers.
The procession goes to the priest's house, where he waits to
consecrate the effigies through a performance of maweda, the
spoken formula emphasized by gestures of the hands. The priest
recites his formulas, flings flowers, and sprinkles holy water
towards the effigies, which are reverently held in front of him
by the kneeling girls. After the ceremony the procession returns
home? stopping along the way in the temple of the family's origin
to offer a final prayer. At the house, towards dusk, the barfs
dancers perform war dances to cast a protecting net of magic
vibrations, and shows are given to entertain the guests. Rela-
tives, guests, and populace spend the night divided between
watching an all-night shadow-play and listening to public read-
ings of the Balinese classic Bhima Swarga, the tale of the fantastic
adventures of Bhima on his visit to Hades. Tradition prescribes
that this should be read aloud from beginning to end on the eve
of cremation. In dark corners people huddle to steal naps. Out-
side, the orchestras, among them the gam bang, only heard at
cremations, boom and hum throughout the night.

THE   CREMATION

The great towers in which the corpses are carried to the crema-
tion ground and the animal-shaped coffins in which they will
be burned, the two most spectacular factors in a cremation, have
waited ready for days in some corner of the village, covered with
screens of woven palm-leaf.

The cremation tower is a high structure solidly built of wood
and bamboo, bound together with rattan and covered with
coloured paper ornaments and cotton-wool dyed in bright col-
ours, and glittering with tinsel and small mirrors. Shaped like
the temple gates and the sun altars, the tower represents again
the Balinese conception of the cosmos: a wide base, often in the
shape of a turtle with two serpents entwined around its body,
the symbol of the foundation upon which the world rests, sup-